et sand chat most  cus homes? | think shuters make a hu
n nsrall their own difterenc wivs Lockver, whao |
ihted Coonniry Shutres iliiiee th haracrer ol
i | ntenor and exoen Hnm
| L L 1 1
il 11 ] ] 1 L]
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istract artist Susan Eck draws on the influence of the local
vironment and friends in her artwork.

my art as a way ol roug hlnL{ my own ‘|I!I|J,- ~i1l'

explains. “Sear hlm__' tor myv own trath, 1 lound a
part of my soul that | hked even more.” Since then
she has been concentrating on her art, both pro-
fessionally and more passionately.

She origmally started with watercolors but now
has developed a abstrace sivle using oils, acrvlics
ind mixed media. Eck is very proud of the Award
tor Excellence in Mixed Media thar she received ar
the Muskoka Ars and Cratis Spring, Show in Apnl
0

I

near Windermere, In the summer, she creates in

s studio s ar her home on Three Mile Lake.

her \lll\Ldi\I (ERIRT 1] \I'-:lirt- f.lnlllj.'_ ||1| |-IL='. i1||r m
the winter she moves o the lower level of the
hllli'w:'.

I have a mimi showroom and an area where | do
mv art and write poerrv.” She has had three books
of poctry published under her pen name ol
Nhichaela More

she credits triends with helping her growth as an
artist. “One helped me understand interprecaton

il ._|'\|.\| l|||| ||-n\ ’.||u-.l' ..1||||'\ LaAan |]t'||\ s I'Il'.lI."

<he -'\|,\|.l|||\ | realized how color atfects us indi
vidually and in developing an environment. | saw
that and used win my work.”

She describes her abseract as “a composition of
an .ll'!"h.]l‘l't |‘| |||Ii|r\.

1 eryv 1o develop a passionate message,” she says
‘1 use color 1o tell a silent story.” Eck savs people

h

‘skv blue” series as sensitive, In her landscapes, she

- described her work as plavtul and her new

strives to capture the simphiary of life and a feeling
ot treedom.

Being an abstrace arnise really disunguishes her
from other Muskoka artists, savs Eck, "Some pro-
ple just don’t ger i, A person may be overcome by
abstract,

‘Looking at arr is like drnking wine. Some peo
!1'(' |'il\f:' sweet ll'lll 'Hh('r\ lrLl' '.+|-'| \H"I” :'.I].Hl' -‘hl\
(3] I‘l‘ "Kil!l..l[l'l.i.“

Each work 1s one of a kind. "1 want the piece o
speak 1o a person. [ want them o teel i, Arcis sup

posed to give vou jov, and | want my buyers 10

have a lor of pleasure.”

Eck 15 concentrating on getting her work “our
there

People can see it and they can decide.” Her
'.\'I"fl'i. wan I‘K' seein at |.|‘|f!!|!|l"I {11] i;.ll.l. |-h" '\|"Iill!ll
Gallery in Hunesville and Muskoka Portery and
Calass 1n Hl'll'\‘l"‘l'hl._l:t'.

‘Abstract is fanmasy.” explans Eck. “Tv is lighe
hearred, joviul and lets the mind rest. 1 love o
'J'hi'f'l my i{lli COImes ot m oma \\'!"!k :

Fok sull works, teaching ar Shendan College
while pursuing her arnstic incerests. “1 cannot
aftord the luxury of paintng without a job. lris a

very exhaustng lite | have.”

She says her family were very pracical people
and the arts were not considered a profession. She
studied business unul she realized 1t was time tor a

i E'I.III!‘_'_-{' I.t‘l'l Veuars l!_:il. ‘|IH' liI.'L |I.1l'li o hocus on hi'r

irt instead. “My life 15 nor a dress rehearsal,” she
savs. “So |'ve 2O W 1y these l|l||1g'.,“

Lives r\llz'ns'rg_\‘ and the ||\|||1_‘.' o see something
\1‘L'Li.t| I Our  sur ruundim__r\ are the common
thread tor these three women. Through their tal

ents. they are sharing it with others.



